Gastric cancer surgery in patients aged at least 80 years old.
Fifty-six patients with gastric cancer who were at least 80 years of age (range 80-88) (Group 1) were retrospectively investigated and compared with younger patients. The resectability rate was 80% (45/56) in Group 1, 88% (331/373) in Group 2 (patients aged between 70 and 79) and 91% (992/1,087) in Group 3 (patients aged under 70 years). Of the cases resected, 73% had advanced cancer in Group 1, 61% in Group 2 and 55% in Group 3. Total gastrectomy was performed in only 11% of the resected cases in Group 1, in 25% of those in Group 2 and in 33% in Group 3. Of these, combined resections were employed in none of the patients in Group 1, in 38% of those in Group 2 and in 47% of those in Group 3. Pathologically, 78% of Group 1 cancers were of the differentiated type, 68% of Group 2 and 49% of Group 3 cancers (Group 1: Group 3, p < 0.001). R3 gastrectomy was performed for advanced cancer in none of the patients in Group 1, in 21% in Group 2, and in 39% of those in Group 3. In resected early cancers, the lymph node metastasis (n) rate was 0% for Group 1, 10% for Group 2, and 9% for Group 3. In the advanced cases, n(+) was 67% for Group 1, 65% for Group 2, and 73% for Group 3. Postoperative complications occurred in 25% of Group 1 and in 12% of Group 2 patients. Anastomotic leakage occurred in 4% of Group 1 and in 5% of Group 2 patients. The 5-year-survival rate was 47% for all resected cases in Group 1, and 68% for Groups 2 and 3.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)